[image: image1.png]The ‘ Neighborhood
Partnership Fund




Technical Assistance Grants
for Community Housing Development Organizations
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
Background
The Neighborhood Partnership Fund (NPF) is seeking proposals from qualified applicants for grants for technical assistance.  The goal of the funding is to meet the individual technical assistance needs of community housing development corporations (CHDOs) in Oregon to strengthen organizational capacity to build and manage high quality, sustainable, affordable housing.  Proposals must be received via email by 4:30 PM on Thursday, November 1, 2007.  Late proposals will not be accepted.
The Capacity Building Technical Assistance Grant 
Approximately $38,000 is available to build CHDO capacity to produce and manage high quality, sustainable, affordable housing.  Funding for these grants comes from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  Proposals that demonstrate the need for technical assistance as part of a comprehensive plan to build capacity to produce and own affordable housing will be considered.  
Given the limited funding available, NPF expects to receive far more strong proposals than can be funded.  NPF’s goals are to fund as many organizations as possible and to have geographic diversity among the grantee organizations.  
Two types of funding are available through this RFP. Small grants are available to fund specific, discrete technical assistance projects that can be completed for under $5,000.  Larger grants of $6,000 - $10,000 are available to pay, in part or in full, the costs of larger projects such as strategic planning or an asset management plan. Applicants may only apply for one type of grant.
· Small project grants  ($1,000 – $5,000) 
· Planning grants  ($6,000 – $10,000)

NPF will select finalists from the pool of applicants based on the following criteria:

1. Eligibility (see eligibility criteria below);

2. Demonstrated need for the requested technical assistance; and

3. The impact that the desired technical assistance will have on the applicant’s ability to build and own affordable housing.  
HOME Participating Jurisdictions (PJs) have also been asked to identify particular technical assistance needs of CHDOs in their jurisdictions and this information will be considered in selecting finalists.  

Finalists’ proposals, along with a simplified needs assessment and information from the PJs will be presented to staff from the Oregon State Office of HUD for final approval.  Successful applicants may choose from a list of approved technical assistance providers.  NPF will issue a Request for Qualifications for potential technical assistance providers shortly.  Prior to receiving funding all successful applicants must have a Work Plan approved by NPF and HUD.

Eligible Applicants
Applicants must meet the following criteria:

1. Be a Community Housing Development Organization (CHDO) designated by the Participating Jurisdiction (PJ) or a prospective CHDO.  Organizations must apply to their local PJ or the State of Oregon for CHDO designation.  The definition of a CHDO is available at 24 CFR 92.2. 

A prospective CHDO is a non-profit organization that is expected by the PJ to qualify to receive CHDO designation, and is expected to enter into a written agreement with that PJ to own, develop, or sponsor HOME-assisted housing within 24 months of receiving CHDO designation;

2. Be a recipient or intended recipient of HOME funds.
If you are unsure of your organization’s eligibility for this grant please contact Amy Fauver at (503) 226-3001 x102 for assistance.

Ineligible Activities

Grant funds cannot be used for food, capital goods, or direct and indirect administrative costs, including salaries, wages, and overhead.

Additional Information

Questions regarding this RFP may be directed to:
Amy Fauver 

Neighborhood Partnership Fund

(503) 226-3001 x-102

afauver@tnpf.org
Application Deadline

Applications must be received by 4:30 PM on Thursday, November 1, 2007. Proposals received after the deadline will not be considered.  

Submit completed application via email, including all attachments, by the deadline to:
Amy Fauver

afauver@tnpf.org
NOTE: If your internal policies require board approval of grant applications and you are concerned about meeting the deadline please contact Amy Fauver.
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COVER PAGE
Instructions:  Please complete and submit this cover page along with your application.  

Name of Organization:                                                                           
Contact Person:                                                                   
Title:                                            

Email:                                              Phone:                             Fax:                        


Select the grant type for which you are applying. Organizations may apply for only one grant.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small project grants  ($1,000 – $5,000) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Planning grants  ($6,000 – $10,000)

Amount of Funding Requested:  $                   
Checklist:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Cover Page

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Technical Assistance Plan
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Organizational Information
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project budget – please attach
 FORMCHECKBOX 

CHDO Certification – please attach
__________________________________________________
_________________________
Signature of Executive Director* 



Date

*An application emailed by the Executive Director will serve in lieu of a signature.  If the application is emailed by another staff member, please print the cover page, add original signature of Executive Director and mail to Amy Fauver, NPF, 1020 SW Taylor Street, Suite 680, Portland, OR 97205

	Technical Assistance Plan


	I. Organizational Need

	Please describe your organizational needs and what the technical assistance will accomplish.


	II. Scope of Services/Tasks

	A. Please list the specific technical assistance activities that will be provided to the organization. 

	Activity #1
	Dates
	Cost

	· 
	
	

	Activity #2
	Dates
	Cost

	· 
	
	

	Activity #3
	Dates
	Cost

	· 
	
	

	B. Please list your preferred TA provider for the activities listed above (if known):
	


	III. Expected Improved Outcomes

	A. Identify the outcomes that the proposed technical assistance will produce in the next 12-18 months.



	B. Describe how you will measure the outcomes.


	C. Describe how the proposed technical assistance will strengthen your organization’s ability to build and manage affordable housing.



	Organizational Information


	I. What is the total current operating budget of your organization?




	II. Identify your top five sources of funding for the last fiscal year and the amounts provided.


	III. Briefly describe your experience and capacity to own, develop or sponsor affordable housing (max 500 words).




	IV. List any current HOME projects and/or any potential HOME projects that you plan to begin in the next 24 months.  Please describe any gaps you have identified between the relevant skills needed to successfully complete the project(s) and the current skills/capacity of your organization.










