
Oregon

Monthly Rent Affordable to Selected Income 

Levels Compared with Two-Bedroom FMR

In Oregon, the Fair Market Rent (FMR) for a two-bedroom apartment is $776.  In order to afford this level of rent and 
utilities – without paying more than 30% of income on housing – a household must earn $2,588 monthly or $31,060 
annually.  Assuming a 40-hour work week, 52 weeks per year, this level of income translates into a Housing Wage of:

In Oregon, a minimum wage worker earns an hourly wage of $8.40.  In order to afford the FMR for a two-bedroom 
apartment, a minimum wage earner must work 71 hours per week, 52 weeks per year.  Or a household must include 1.8 
minimum wage earners working 40 hours per week year-round in order to make the two-bedroom FMR affordable.

In Oregon, the estimated mean (average) wage for a renter is $12.84.  In order to afford the FMR for a two-bedroom 
apartment at this wage, a renter must work 47 hours per week, 52 weeks per year.  Or, working 40 hours per week year-
round, a household must include 1.2 workers earning the mean renter wage in order to make the two-bedroom FMR 
affordable.
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Oregon
Renter Households

Number 
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Housing Costs

Estimated 
mean renter 
hourly wage 

(2010)

Full-time  jobs 
at minimum 

wage needed to 
afford 2 BR FMR

5

Hourly wage 
necessary to afford 2 

BR FMR

Full-time  jobs 
at mean renter 
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afford 2 BR FMR

% change 
since 2000

FY10
Housing Wage

Oregon 476,833$64,227 $482$1,606$776 $31,060 36%$19,268$14.93 $12.841.8 1.2$66827%

Metropolitan Areas

Bend MSA 12,628$66,700 $500$1,668$768 $30,720 28%$20,010$14.77 $11.191.8 1.3$58232%
Corvallis MSA 12,878$73,700 $553$1,843$786 $31,440 43%$22,110$15.12 $11.091.8 1.4$57631%
Eugene-Springfield MSA 49,245$59,000 $443$1,475$766 $30,640 38%$17,700$14.73 $10.641.8 1.4$55326%
Medford MSA 23,958$58,200 $437$1,455$766 $30,640 33%$17,460$14.73 $10.481.8 1.4$54531%
Portland-Vancouver-Beaverton MSA 233,770$72,600 $545$1,815$839 $33,560 38%$21,780$16.13 $14.831.9 1.1$77126%
Salem MSA 44,964$60,300 $452$1,508$675 $27,000 36%$18,090$12.98 $10.351.5 1.3$53824%

99,390$51,783 $388$1,295$683 $27,319 31%$15,535$13.13 $10.121.6 1.3$52631%Combined Nonmetro Areas

Counties

Baker County 2,063$47,500 $356$1,188$624 $24,960 30%14,250$12.00 $9.181.4 1.3$47832%
Benton County 12,878$73,700 $553$1,843$786 $31,440 43%22,110$15.12 $11.091.8 1.4$57631%
Clackamas County 37,056$72,600 $545$1,815$839 $33,560 29%21,780$16.13 $12.741.9 1.3$66326%
Clatsop County 5,266$57,700 $433$1,443$705 $28,200 36%17,310$13.56 $9.841.6 1.4$51231%
Columbia County 3,919$72,600 $545$1,815$839 $33,560 24%21,780$16.13 $9.381.9 1.7$48826%
Coos County 8,343$50,800 $381$1,270$682 $27,280 32%15,240$13.12 $9.031.6 1.5$47032%
Crook County 1,896$53,300 $400$1,333$672 $26,880 26%15,990$12.92 $11.981.5 1.1$62331%
Curry County 2,582$46,400 $348$1,160$680 $27,200 27%13,920$13.08 $10.151.6 1.3$52832%
Deschutes County 12,628$66,700 $500$1,668$768 $30,720 28%20,010$14.77 $11.191.8 1.3$58232%
Douglas County 11,251$50,200 $377$1,255$666 $26,640 28%15,060$12.81 $10.661.5 1.2$55532%
Gilliam County 249$54,100 $406$1,353$665 $26,600 30%16,230$12.79 $16.111.5 0.8$83832%
Grant County 866$48,800 $366$1,220$665 $26,600 27%14,640$12.79 $9.491.5 1.3$49332%
Harney County 833$48,000 $360$1,200$615 $24,600 27%14,400$11.83 $9.531.4 1.2$49631%
Hood River County 2,545$54,200 $407$1,355$727 $29,080 35%16,260$13.98 $9.511.7 1.5$49531%
Jackson County 23,958$58,200 $437$1,455$766 $30,640 33%17,460$14.73 $10.481.8 1.4$54531%
Jefferson County 1,932$50,000 $375$1,250$630 $25,200 29%15,000$12.12 $10.211.4 1.2$53132%
Josephine County 9,287$47,300 $355$1,183$700 $28,000 30%14,190$13.46 $9.691.6 1.4$50431%
Klamath County 8,055$51,100 $383$1,278$625 $25,000 32%15,330$12.02 $9.811.4 1.2$51032%
Lake County 961$47,500 $356$1,188$615 $24,600 31%14,250$11.83 $10.231.4 1.2$53231%
Lane County 49,245$59,000 $443$1,475$766 $30,640 38%17,700$14.73 $10.641.8 1.4$55326%
Lincoln County 6,626$52,400 $393$1,310$759 $30,360 34%15,720$14.60 $9.821.7 1.5$51131%
Linn County 12,698$56,600 $425$1,415$753 $30,120 32%16,980$14.48 $11.391.7 1.3$59231%
Malheur County 3,702$47,900 $359$1,198$618 $24,720 36%14,370$11.88 $8.661.4 1.4$45031%
Marion County 37,685$60,300 $452$1,508$675 $27,000 37%18,090$12.98 $10.641.5 1.2$55324%
Morrow County 1,016$53,100 $398$1,328$665 $26,600 27%15,930$12.79 $13.421.5 1.0$69832%
Multnomah County 117,314$72,600 $545$1,815$839 $33,560 43%21,780$16.13 $14.571.9 1.1$75826%
Polk County 7,279$60,300 $452$1,508$675 $27,000 32%18,090$12.98 $7.981.5 1.6$41524%

3: "Affordable" rents represent the generally accepted standard of spending not more than 30% of gross income on gross housing costs.
1: FMR = Fiscal Year 2010 Fair Market Rent (HUD, 2010; revised as of March 11).  2: AMI = NLIHC Estimated 2010 AMI (See Appendix A).

4: The federal standard for extremely low income households. Does not include HUD-specific adjustments.  5: Based on 2008 BLS data, adjusted
using the ratio of renter to overall household income reported in Census 2000 and projected to April 1, 2010.
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Sherman County 236$53,600 $402$1,340$665 $26,600 30%16,080$12.79 $17.861.5 0.7$92932%
Tillamook County 2,869$52,900 $397$1,323$742 $29,680 28%15,870$14.27 $10.241.7 1.4$53232%
Umatilla County 8,852$52,400 $393$1,310$636 $25,440 35%15,720$12.23 $10.461.5 1.2$54431%
Union County 3,258$55,300 $415$1,383$640 $25,600 33%16,590$12.31 $8.171.5 1.5$42531%
Wallowa County 853$51,000 $383$1,275$635 $25,400 28%15,300$12.21 $7.741.5 1.6$40231%
Wasco County 2,969$55,100 $413$1,378$675 $27,000 32%16,530$12.98 $8.471.5 1.5$44032%
Washington County 66,738$72,600 $545$1,815$839 $33,560 39%21,780$16.13 $17.141.9 0.9$89126%
Wheeler County 182$44,900 $337$1,123$665 $26,600 28%13,470$12.79 $8.701.5 1.5$45232%
Yamhill County 8,743$72,600 $545$1,815$839 $33,560 30%21,780$16.13 $11.161.9 1.4$58026%

3: "Affordable" rents represent the generally accepted standard of spending not more than 30% of gross income on gross housing costs.
1: FMR = Fiscal Year 2010 Fair Market Rent (HUD, 2010; revised as of March 11).  2: AMI = NLIHC Estimated 2010 AMI (See Appendix A).

4: The federal standard for extremely low income households. Does not include HUD-specific adjustments.  5: Based on 2008 BLS data, adjusted
using the ratio of renter to overall household income reported in Census 2000 and projected to April 1, 2010.
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